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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM 
THE PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
It has been a challenging year for all of us due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Despite these unprecedented challenges, I think we all can celebrate the 
steps we have made in achieving our individual goals. 

The YMCA of Greater Toronto is proud that we can continue to deliver
programs and services like Black Achievers to our communities both in
person and virtually, and on behalf of the team I would like to thank all our
stakeholders. To our mentors, mentees, parents, donors, staff and
volunteers. Thank you for your dedication, passion, knowledge, time and
financial support to the Black Achievers program. A mentoring program that
allows our Black Youth to find purpose, meaning, and hope to a brighter
future academically, mentally, socially, and career wise. Samantha Adebiyi 

P R O G R A M  C O O R D I N A T O R 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
On August 12th 2021 our YMCA of Greater Toronto Black Achiever 
Program launched on Breakfast Television and since then we have 
had an overwhelming interest from across the GTA to join the 
program and to learn more about what we offer. These past four 
months have gone by so fast! We had so much thrills, fun and 
laughter. We have a unique group of students and mentors in our 
program who are truly making the experience remarkable. 

So far, we have executed 13 Saturday workshops covering many 
topics that look at Academic support, post-secondary knowledge, 
Career exploration, etc. In November students participated in 
virtual college and university tours and information sessions from 
Seneca, U of T, and York University. To close the year we head two 
exciting events! Family Cultural Story Telling Night and a Kwanzaa 
Celebration. We heard many stories from the international black 
story tellers and discuss some of the key lessons and points from 
their stories. 
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MENTOR 
MOMENT 
Olivia Wilks 
Being a mentor for the Black Achievers program has been 
nothing short of fruitful and rewarding. Every week, I have 
the honour of getting to know a new mentee and what 
their passions are. From Education and Social Sciences to 
Biochemistry and Computer Engineering - these students 
know what they want. Spending Saturday mornings with 
black youth who remind me of my younger self has been 
enriching and dynamic. 
The most significant mentorship experiences I had thus far 
would be the Critical Thinking and the College/University 
preparation workshops. During the Critical Thinking 
session, I was truly impressed with the way the youth were 
so analytical and how they harnessed their problem-
solving skills. In my breakout room, we incorporated 
optical illusions, real-life scenarios, What Am I riddles, and 
brain teaser puzzles. For the College/University 
preparation workshop, I absolutely loved sharing my tips 
and tools of how my mentees could navigate their 
educational pathway. The students felt so academically 
empowered

 

“I can accept failure. Everyone 
fails at something. But I can’t 

accept not trying.” 
—Michael Jordan 

THE ROAD AHEAD 
Let's look at some exciting upcoming events! 

It seems as though we just started the program yesterday, 
but as the new year rolls in, we are looking forward to 
some very special events such as: 

A special guest speaker on Mental Health 
Black History Month Celebration Cultural 
Heritage Rites of Passage Event Public 
Speaking Competition Community 
Engagement Project 

The new year brings new opportunities and we want to 
continue to encourage our youth to take advantage of all 
the support they have from us here at the YMCA Black 
Achievers! As we look forward to the year ahead with 
optimism to overcome this virus; we also look forward to 
celebrating our Black Achievers Youth accomplishments 
and hope to welcome a face-to-face learning experience 
when safe to do so. 

From the YMCA family to yours, Merry Christmas, 
Happy Kwanzaa, and Happy New Year! 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 
DONORS 

The Peter Gilgan Foundation 
Donette Chin-Loy Chang 
Bluboho Fine Jewelry 
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